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What is Grapevine and who is the Uncover team?  

Grapevine is a charity that works with people with learning disabilities to 

grow their lives. The media team, Uncover, is a Big Lottery funded team of 

volunteers and workers with and without learning disabilities who raise  

issues in the media. They also tell people what life is like for people with 

learning disabilities.  

The media team is made up of Zoë Starkey, Lynne Cooper, Rob  Crutchlow  

and Darren Cannan.  

The media volunteers are Michael Kenan, Christine Spooner, Philip  

Thomas, Edward Warren, Geraldine Leary, Alan Hobden, and Peter Clark  

Why look at learning disability hate crime?  

Coventry City Councilõs community safety team asked Grapevine to look at 

the issue of learning disability hate crime in Coventry.  

In 2004, 10 people with learning disabilities worked with Coventry City 

Council, West Midlands Police, Coventry University and Victim Support to 

raise awareness of the hate crime in Coventry. The team, known as 

HAVOC (Having a Voice of Change), raised awareness by holding a hate 

crime conference, designing and producing two accessible information 

leaflets for the police and conducted research into the stories of people 

who had experienced hate crime. HAVOC spoke to city councilors and MPs 

to get their support too.  


